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news release
24 June 1993

Today Rep. Kika de la Garza made the following statement on the floor
of the U.S. House of Representatives during the deliberations of HR 2445,
the Energy and Water Appropriations Bill in support of several Corps of
Engineers' projects affecting the 15th District of Texas:

MR SPEAKER, Included in the FY
'94 Energy and Water
Appropriations package are two projects of interest to me
They are as follows:
and for which I support funding.
Corpus Christi Ship Channel, Texas, is a navigation project
which
is
budgeted
for operation and maintenance at
$10,315,000. Continued funding of this project is essential
due to the impact on the local economy.
The project
provides for widening and deepening the existing channels
(40.5 miles) and basins from the Gulf of Mexico to deepwater
ports at Harbor Island, Ingleside, and Corpus Christi, and a
branch channel to the port of La Quinta to provide .a project
depth of 45 feet.
It also includes the construction of
mooring areas and dolphins at Port Ingleside, one mooring
area and six dolphins constructed initially with seven
others deferred to be constructed when required.
Lower Rio Grande Basin, South Main Channel, Texas, is a
flood control project which is budgeted at $1,500,000 for
preconstruction eng1neering and design.
It provides the
major outlet component of an overall flood protection plan
for Willacy and. Hidalgo Counties. The authorized plan calls
for construction of a major channel extending from near
McAllen to the Laguna Madre, and related fish and wildlife
mitigation measures. The authorized plan would provide two
year protection to rural areas which drain into the South
Main Channel; one hundred year flood protection to the
cities of Edinburg, McAllen and Lyford; and fifty year flood
protection for the cities of La Villa and Edcouch. Many of
these areas are now under water and this is our continued
effort to alleviate problems we are now experiencing.

The measure passed the House carrying these two items and will now
go to Senate for consideration.
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